FLX Chamber celebrates, tours Wadhams Enterprises

Finger Lakes Times

PHELPS — The Fin-
ger Lakes Area Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted
its June Business After
Hours Networking Mix-
er June 10 at the cor-
porate headquarters of
Wadhams Enterprises,
Inc.

Located at 369
wick Road, the event
offered Chamber mem-
bers an exclusive, in-
depth look at the fami-
ly-owned transportation
company’s rich history
spanning more than 75
years. Wadhams Enter-
prises provides compre-
hensive truckload, less
than truckload, broker-
age, milk hauling, and
bulk petroleum delivery
services throughout the
Northeast and beyond.

Founded in 1949 by
Earl T. “Red” Wadhams,
the company began with
a single 1939 Interna-
tional truck hauling
vegetables and collect-
ing milk from local dairy
farms throughout the
Finger Lakes. As the in-
dustry evolved, the busi-
ness adapted from tra-
ditional can milk routes
to bulk tank transporta-
tion, steadily expanding
into agricultural prod-
ucts, feed, fuel, asphalt,
cement, and general
freight.

In the 1980s, the fami-
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Guests at the FLX Chamber June BAH are pictured. Featured in the center holding sign: Rick Wadhams
(left), Wadhams Enterprises co-owner, and Miranda Odell, Chamber president, with additional event
attendees. Wadhams' family and employees are to the left.

ly launched RIST Trans-
port — named for Red’s
sons, Rick and Steve —
which grew into a pre-
mier trucking and logis-
tics provider serving the
Northeast, Mid-Atlan-
tic, and Midwest. Today,
that division specializes
in less-than-truckload
shipping, truckload
transport, freight bro-
kerage, and warehous-
ing.

Built through hard
work, integrity, and

long-standing customer
relationships, Wadhams
Enterprises has grown
into a major multi-gen-
erational operation em-
ploying over 900 people,
managing 27 offices,
and operating a fleet of
530+ trucks. The busi-
ness now operates across
three main divisions:

« Earl T. Wadhams,
Inc.: Food-grade bulk
milk hauling

« RIST Transport,
Ltd.: Truckload, LTL,

freight brokerage, and
warehousing services

. ARG  Trucking
Corp.: Regional trans-
port of bulk petroleum
products

The mixer was fea-
tured as part of the
Chamber’s 2026 Busi-
ness After Hours Season
Pass Program. Co-owner
Rick Wadhams led at-
tendees on a comprehen-
sive tour of the head-
quarters facilities and
grounds, which were

built in 1999 and fea-
ture corporate offices,
executive suites, and a
state-of-the-art training
facility.

The tour was followed
by a slideshow presenta-
tion, refreshments, and
an open networking ses-
sion with company con-
tacts.

During the presen-
tation, Rick Wadhams
shared reflections on the
company’s growth from
his father’s single milk

truck into a regional lo-
gisties powerhouse, em-
phasizing a foundation-
al commitment to hard
work, service, family
values, and community.

Finger Lakes Area
Chamber of Commerce
President Miranda
Odell closed the eve-
ning by praising Wad-
hams Enterprises for its
long-standing  dedica-
tion to supporting local
and regional Chambers,
and its profound eco-
nomic and social impact
on the local communi-
ties.

The FLX Chamber’s
next Business After
Hours Mixer will take
place on Wednesday,
July 8, from 4-6 p.m.
at Hampton Inn & Sea-
sons on Keuka Lake, lo-
cated at 110 Mace St.,
in Penn Yan. Reserva-
tions are required. The
cost to attend Business
After Hours is $10 for
Members and $20 for
non-members, unless
individuals have pur-
chased a BAH Season
Pass. This event is in-
cluded for all 2026 Sea-
son Pass Holders.

Contact the Cham-
ber via email at info@
flxchamber.com or call
315-789-1776 for reser-
vations or more informa-
tion.
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